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Host Scott Stanley of DTG Ministries opens this episode with a vivid dream about being a student in a theological school and being reprimanded for the way he speaks truth. From that personal moment, he moves into scripture and soul-searching instruction, exploring how tone, humility, and patience shape effective witness.

Scott unpacks key biblical passages—2 Timothy 2:23–25 on avoiding strife and being gentle and apt to teach; Genesis 28’s vision of Jacob’s ladder; John 1’s encounter with Nathanael; and references to Hosea and Daniel—to explain how recognizing Jesus as the Son of God is foundational for spiritual transformation and sound doctrine.

The episode traces the symbolism of Jacob’s ladder and the angels “ascending and descending” as metaphors for truths being redeemed and new understanding being revealed. Scott explains that Jesus is the bridge to this revelation: once a person accepts Jesus as the Son of God, their understanding can be elevated, and new truths can descend into their life.

Practical pastoral lessons recur throughout: a warning against approaching people with anger or contempt, the need for meekness and patient teaching when confronting beliefs rooted in tradition, and the danger of building walls by insisting on winning arguments rather than leading hearts to repentance and truth.

Scott shares pastoral reflections on ministry priorities—valuing a small community that truly follows Christ over large numbers, rejecting self-promotion, and inviting humility so God can transform believers into the image of the Son. He emphasizes redemption from iniquity as the real freedom the gospel offers.

Listeners can expect a blend of personal testimony, scriptural exposition, and pastoral counsel: an invitation to examine one’s approach to sharing truth, a clear articulation of why Jesus’ identity matters, and encouragement to seek humility, patience, and genuine transformation rather than victory in debate.

Guest: Scott Stanley (solo host). Key takeaways: guard your tone when witnessing; believe and teach that Jesus is the Son of God; understand Jacob’s ladder as a symbol of spiritual ascent and revelation; pursue humility and patient instruction so others may be led to repentance and truth.

Modified Transcript:
Scriptures are transcribed directly with notations. Refer to KJV for verbatim wording.

Hi, I'm Scott Stanley with DTG Ministries, bringing another videocast concerning understanding the Christ. A couple of nights ago, the Lord gave me a dream. I want to begin this video with my dream. I dreamed I was at a theological school. I was a student at the school, but I knew and understood the things I understand now. The school was of the universal church, and the professor had a respect for me, but when it came to grading me, this became a problem. 

The day came that he was going to pass out our grades and he walks over to me with a paper, with my report card in his hand, and he hands it to me, and he says, when he hands this to me, “You're going to have to get better at speaking things that we see, speaking things that we agree with if you're going to make it in this school.” So I looked down at my report card, and he had given me D's and F's based on what I believe. When I saw that, I came unglued. He walks back up to the front of his desk, and I stand up at my desk, and I start telling him, “How could you be a man of God when you're not able to explain to me where I'm wrong? You're not being honest. You're in here trying to teach these kids what the truth is. You don't even know what it is.”

As I began speaking, I mean, the more I got into it, I began to lose my voice, and it was harder for me to speak. It became harder for me to squeak it out, what I was trying to say. And that is when the Lord spoke to me in my dream. He said, “When you talk like that, you lose your voice,” and instantly, I woke up. I knew exactly what that meant. 

It doesn't mean you go hoarse. It means you lose your voice. People aren't going to listen to you. You lose your voice with your audience. If you approach people in anger and frustration, and with contempt for what they believe, you lose your voice. I want to share a verse with you that has always convicted me. This verse is found in 2 Timothy, chapter 2, starting at verse 23. 

2Ti 2:23   But foolish and unlearned questions avoid, knowing that they gender strife. 
2Ti 2:24   And the servant of the Lord must not strive; but be gentle unto all, apt to teach, patient, 
2Ti 2:25   In meekness instructing those that oppose themselves; if God peradventure will give them repentance to the acknowledging of the truth;
2Ti 2:26   That they may recover themselves out of the snare of the devil, who are taken captive by him at his will.

Like I say, when I read that, I feel convicted because when I began trying to help someone see the truth, at times, you just feel frustrated. And you're thinking, you know, I don't understand why you can't see this. In fact, I've got to tell you, in Oklahoma City, years ago, I worked for General Motors, and one of my friends worked a few lines down from me. He was a Bible student, and we had agreed on certain things. And he told me, “Scott,” he said, “there are times that I could just knock people down and sit on their chest and hold my Bible up to them and say, can't you see that?” I know exactly what he meant. 

See, you can't do that. When people are taken captive by Satan at his will, Satan is inward. Satan is adversity. If you can't approach people in meekness and gentleness, then what you're going to cause them to do is build a wall. And it doesn't matter how accurate you are. See, I've learned something major in all of this. 

The people I have been sharing with, your average universal church person, simply believe what they believe because that's what they're being told. They're not really taking the time to search it out in the Bible. And when they do, they're only looking up the verses the pastor gave them. They're not really trying to refute anything. They just want to believe it because they have peace at home, peace in the church. Everything's great. 

So when somebody like me approaches them… and I say somebody like me, I've studied these things. When I share something with you, it isn't off the top of my head. I have taken the time to look it up and search it out because I want to be accurate. And if what you believe is more accurate than what I believe, I'm with you. I'll lay all this down, and I'll come and sit beside you in your church if you can show me what it is you believe. And that's the frustration. Most people can't do that.

Most people can't show you what they believe. They just believe, again, what they've been told. So that creates… again, I have a contempt for these people who are lying to the people in their church and getting by with it, and they're afraid to change what they believe. Well, they'll lose their job and their paycheck, and you've got to put it all on the line. You've got to be able to see what you see in the Bible and stand on it and explain what other people are bringing to you to refute it. 

For me now, one of the main things I try to help people see is that Jesus really is the Son of God. I have discovered that it is the most important doctrine in the Bible. Jesus is the Son of God. Can I explain that to somebody without pulling my hair out? Well, that's going to be the test, isn't it? Because we're at the end of the world. This gospel is going to go to all the world for a witness, and then the end will come. And the Lord is informing me, “Scott, when you speak like that, you lose your voice.”

Now, what I want to do is tie this in to something else. This is in Genesis, and we're talking about Jacob. Who is Jacob? Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Jacob had a twin brother, Esau, and you need to go back into Genesis and read the stories of Jacob because he had some major things happen to him. He is the one who had the twelve sons of the children of Israel. But he is also the guy who wrestled with the angel. He wrestled with the angel and hung on. Because he did, he had his name changed to Israel (Gen 32:22-32).

The angel he was wrestling with - an angel is simply a messenger. I say “angel” because this is described in Hosea also (Hos 12:3-4). He remained firm that he would not let this man go, let this angel go. Because he remained faithful, he had his name changed to Israel. Now remember, Israel, we've got to quote a verse, Isaiah 9:8. The Lord says, I have sent a concept to Jacob, and it lighted upon Israel. Jacob is the Jew who has not yet wrestled with the angel of the Son of God, the messenger of the Son of God. When he wrestles with that and believes it and hangs on to it, he becomes Israel. Israel is spiritual Israel. I know there's a literal Israel, but God is dealing with those who believe Jesus is the Son of God. That's Israel. 

I did a podcast. I would invite you to go over to the Revelation podcast. Listen to those, and you'll see the spiritual significance of what I'm talking about now. 
www.theLambsLove.org/podcast

Well, another thing that happened to Jacob was this ladder. This ladder, let's turn to Genesis 28. I want to start reading at verse 10. 

Gen 28:10   And Jacob went out from Beersheba and went toward Haran. 
Gen 28:11   And he lighted upon a certain place, and tarried there all night, because the sun was set; and he took of the stones of that place, and put them for his pillows, and lay down in that place to sleep. 
Gen 28:12   And he dreamed, and behold a ladder. A ladder was set up on the earth, and the top of it reached to heaven: and behold the messengers of God were ascending and descending on it. 
Gen 28:13   And, behold, Jehovah stood above it. He said, I am Jehovah, God of Abraham your father, the God of Isaac: the land whereon you’re lying, to thee will I give it, and to your seed. 
Gen 28:14   Your seed shall be as the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west, and east, and north and south: and in your seed, in you and in your seed, shall all the families of the earth be blessed. 

Now, here is a promise of God to Jacob. What does it mean, “he sees a ladder”? Remember, Jesus talks about this in John chapter 1. But I want to explain something to you. There is a ladder. I've said before, and I've been told before, Jesus is that ladder. But what does it mean, “the angels of God are ascending and descending”? Once you understand the truth that Jesus is the Son of God, once you get that, you're now on the narrow way. You're on the way, he says, “few there be that will find this” (Mat 7:14).

You're on the way to having your iniquity pardoned, lifted up, being delivered from your iniquity. You've got to begin with Jesus is the Son of God. So once you see Jesus is the Son of God, the angels of God, or the messages, the truths of God… an angel is simply a messenger. You cannot be a messenger if you don't have a message. You'll see the truths of God ascending. What does that mean? Well, it's like Revelation 7. You see a messenger who is ascending from the east. That means the truths are ascending. They're being redeemed. The truths that you have are earthly. But God will cause them to ascend into his understanding, which is, he redeems it.

You think this about Satan. You think that about heaven. You think this about the Jew and this about salvation. Well, God will not take that away. He corrects what it actually means. So your truths that you possess are ascending into the heavens. Well, what's descending then? Descending is new truth coming to you. The message is that the truths of God are being redeemed, and he is bringing you new truth. Jesus is that ladder. Without Jesus, this will never happen. And I mean a true understanding of Jesus. 

You've got to understand so you'll be able to understand the scriptures. What I want to say to you is, when I look at DTG ministry, and I go back, and you start looking at the messages that we are giving, you're going to discover your truths are being redeemed, and they're getting higher into the understanding of God. And messages are descending. You're learning new truth. Things you've never understood before. 

Why? Because we have Jesus in place. We understand who he is and why he died. Your truths will ascend, and new truths will descend. Do you realize how important this is, what I'm saying to you? I mean, if what I'm saying is true, how important is it for me and the people who are understanding it with me that we get our act together and be able to present a truth, get self out of the way? I'm not trying to build a kingdom. I'm not trying to get hundreds or thousands of people in this thing to support me. I have never been there.

If I have ten people who understand the truth and want to walk in the instruction given by the Father, the Mother, and the Son, I'm happy with that. I don't have to have a lot of people. In fact, when people start promoting themselves, I want them out of here. I don't need that. I would rather have peace in our church. 

So, the angels of God ascending, descending on the ladder... Let's turn over to John chapter 1 and read where Jesus says this. Starting at verse 43, John 1:43. 

Jhn 1:43   The day following Jesus would go forth into Galilee, and find Philip, and say unto him, Follow me. 
Jhn 1:44   Now Philip was of Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter.
Jhn 1:45   Philip finds Nathanael, and says unto him, We have found him, of whom Moses in the law, and the prophets, did write, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph. 
Jhn 1:46   And Nathanael said unto him, Well, can there any good thing come out of Nazareth? Philip said, Come and see. 
Jhn 1:47   Jesus saw Nathanael coming to him, and he said unto him, Behold an Israelite indeed, in whom is no guile! 
Jhn 1:48   Nathanael said unto him, From where did you know me? And Jesus answered and said, Well, before Philip called you, when you were under the fig tree, I saw you. 
Jhn 1:49   And Nathanael answered and said, Rabbi, you're the Son of God. You're the King of Israel. 
Jhn 1:50   Jesus answered and said unto him, Because I said unto you, I saw you under the fig tree, you're believing? You'll see greater things than these. 
Jhn 1:51   I say unto you, Verily, after this you're going to see the heaven open (or God's understanding will be opened), and the messengers of God ascending and descending upon the Son of man.

This story is loaded with symbols, and I want to just briefly cover some of them. You can't get so deep into it. Nathanael, Jesus said, I saw him standing under the fig tree. What's the fig tree? In Hosea 9, the figs are equated to the fathers of Israel, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob (Hos 9:10). Why is that important? Because to be under the fig tree is a symbol that you are walking like Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Remember, for you to be the seed of Abraham is not literal. You're like Abraham. God spoke to Abraham, and Abraham believed it. God spoke to Jesus, “You're my Son,” and Jesus believed it. 

Anyone who has come to the understanding that Jesus is the Son of God, that is because, Blessed are you. Flesh and blood didn't reveal this to you. My Father in heaven has revealed that to you (Mat 16:17). So God has spoken to you too, saying, “This is my Son,” and we believe it. When you believe that, you are of the seed; you're like Abraham. You're of the seed of Jesus because you're like him. And accepting Jesus, believing about his death, being baptized into his death, we are the seed of Abraham, not literally. 

So here you have Nathaniel under the fig tree. That is a symbol. That is an allegory. I see you under the fig tree. There's no guile. And you're impressed that I see that? Well, let me tell you, you're going to see the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of man. The Son of man… I know Jesus is the Son of man, but the people who believe Jesus and allow him to minister to them, they are like the Son of man, Daniel 7:13. They will receive the kingdom from the Father. 

You've got to be able to see the difference between the Father and the Son. It is the Father who gives you the kingdom through Jesus Christ, and the kingdom is the Holy Spirit. It is the church, the clouds bring one like the Son of man to the Ancient of Days to receive the kingdom, and that kingdom is forever (Dan 7:13). Again, that's another thing this church is trying to do to those who have ears to hear - Bring you to the Father so that you can understand the Son and receive the Holy Spirit of God.

Now, what's going to happen when you do this? If you are being redeemed in your thinking and you're getting new truth, truth people haven't even thought of, you're learning new things, what's going to happen, do you think? Are you just going to take that and sit on it? Or are you going to start sharing it? Well, this is why Jesus said, “Think not that I’ve come to bring peace on the earth, but a sword” (Mat 10:34). Really? 

Well, let me give you another promise of God. Those who bless you, I'll bless. But those who curse you, I'll curse (Gen 12:3). Well, why would anyone curse me? Because you are believing things and declaring things that contradict every church on the planet. They will eventually kill you, thinking they're doing God a service. I'm sure, just like they said, “Jesus, he is doing this by Beelzebub.” Well, they're going to say, we're Antichrist. They're going to tell you Jesus is the Christ, but they're going to be deceiving you because they didn't follow through to understand iniquity and be redeemed from iniquity.

Jesus said this to the Jews who believed on him, If you continue in my word, then you'll be my disciples indeed, and you'll know the truth, and the truth will set you free (Jhn 8:30-32). Free from what? It's free from iniquity. The truths that we are giving, this is the angel, ascending. Your iniquity is being redeemed. The angels descending... new truth is finally coming into place in your understanding. You’re understanding the most ancient truth there is. God in eternity wanted to bring forth mankind, give them a free will, and he saw where they would go with it. 

So he brought forth a son, perfected him, and referred to him as Thy throne, O God, is forever and ever. You loved righteousness and hated iniquity. Therefore, God, your God, has anointed you with the oil of gladness above your fellows (Psa 45:6-7). Jesus Christ began as a concept in the mind of God, John 1:1; Proverbs 8, he began as a concept. He became flesh. He tabernacled among us. He authored eternal salvation (Heb 5:7-9). He died on the cross obedient to God, giving us the understanding of the Holy Spirit. 

God raised him from the dead and has highly exalted him above any name that's named. He has made him divine. In the workmanship of God… again, get the picture, already I know I'm stepping on toes. The Son of God began as a concept in the mind of God and became divine. He is the image of the invisible God (Col 1:15). He is the fullness of the Godhead bodily (Col 2:9). And for those who can believe and receive the blessings of God, he is making you in his image (Rom 8:29). 

I'm not saying you're going to be a god to be worshipped. I'm saying that you will be a mighty one, highly respected by God the Father, made in the image of the Son of God. We are God's workmanship. He did this with his Son. He can most certainly do it with us. 

My prayer is that we can lay down our prejudices, open up, and let God have his way. There is nothing in the holy city, New Jerusalem, that makes a lie. Outside of that city are sorcerers, whoremongers, dogs. What's a dog? Somebody that you'll tell the truth to, and they just turn around and go back to their own vomit (2Pt 2:20-22). They don't want to hear it. 

Well, Scott Stanley needs to have patience and slow down, and with gentleness be apt to teach those who are willing to hear it, and not build walls and cause problems. The Lord is teaching me. He's humbling me. And it's my prayer to glorify him in my life. I thank him for the ministry he has given me. I praise him for the ministry he has given me and for the messages of God ascending and descending. And I pray that when people come to this ministry, they can find humility and receive the truth and be made in the image of God.
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